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Birthday
HAPPY

DEAR SIR



Uptake
It is with immense joy and profound admiration 
that we present this special birthday edition 
celebrating the extraordinary life and 
contributions of a visionary who has illumined the 
lamp of knowledge in the lives of countless 
students who are now spread across the globe 
and recall their formative years in the portals of 
the institutions set up by our most beloved and 
respected Chancellor and Chairman, Dr. Nissar 
Ahmed.

Knowledge is power; it is the most powerful tool 
for change. At a time when schools were few and 
far between in the city of Bengaluru, setting up 
institutions that could provide quality education 
to children from the middle classes in their 
immediate vicinity proved to be a boon to parents 
who knew that providing good education to their 
wards was the only passport to success. The 
Chairman’s belief in the transformative power of 
education has empowered countless individuals 
to reach their fullest potential. Education is not a 
profession that he chose but a calling, a lifelong 
mission to unlock the doors of opportunity for all. 
And for this, there are legions of parents in this 
part of the world who would forever be grateful 
and hold the Chairman in their hearts in silent 
gratitude for having provided an enabling 
education.

Establishing colleges, and eventually a university 
as the jewel in the crown, was a natural 

progression for someone who dares to dream big 
and reaches for the stars with unwavering 
dedication to the cause of education. But that is 
not all. Wearing many hats with ease, juggling 
various commitments, ranging from philanthropic 
endeavors to creating opportunities for the 
underprivileged, supporting groundbreaking 
initiatives, and silently inspiring others, the 
Chairman has balanced all these and much more 
with grace, embodying the spirit of leadership. 

And as the poet Robert Browning would say, 
‘Grow old along with me; the best is yet to be.’ 
There are many more milestones to be reached 
and frontiers conquered in this inspiring journey.

This special edition of Kaleidoscope is a labor of 
love, a heartfelt tribute to someone whose 
unwavering spirit and vision have touched many 
lives. As we celebrate this special day on the 
occasion of the Chancellor’s birthday, we wish 
you, on this day and always, immense joy, good 
health, continued success, and great happiness in 
your incredible journey.

Dear readers, as you turn the pages of this 
commemorative volume, we hope you are 
inspired by the story of an individual who has not 
only envisioned a brighter future but has also 
worked tirelessly to make it a reality.

Happy birthday, Dear Sir.
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Leadership is the capacity to translate a vision into reality.
Warren Bennis

Dr. Akila S Indurti
Editor
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If I have seen further it is by standing on the shoulders of giants.
 Isaac Newton
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The Blessed Parents

Chairman with his Father

 Mr. Mahmood and Ms. Nafisa



The Founder

Mr. Abdul Hameed

(1941 – 1980)

‘Great oaks from little acorns grow’

A visionary leader who firmly believed in 
the power of education to uplift and 
empower the nation, he established the 
first Presidency School in Nandini 
Layout in 1976, leaving an indelible 
mark and serving as a lasting 
inspiration to his young nephew Nissar 
Ahmed.

The founder, Mr. Abdul Hameed, with his beloved mother, Khatija Bi, the guiding spirit of his 
life, and his nephew, Nissar Ahmed, who took on his mantle of leadership.
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The Benefactors:
The Grandparents

Mr. A Mustafa

Ms. Khatija Bi

Hailing from a family of freedom fighters, Mr. A. Mustafa 
played a crucial role in the formative years of young 
Nissar. He was a leading advocate, a municipal 
councillor, the District Board Chairman of Mangalore, 
and a board committee member of various prominent 
schools in Mangalore. 

Ms. Khatija Bi was the daughter of a 
landlord and fueled young Nissar’s 
dreams by supporting him in his 
mission of establishing and expanding 
the Presidency footprint.
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Carrying Forward the Legacy
All of twenty-two years, the mantle of leadership fell on the shoulders of Mr. Nissar Ahmed by an 
unexpected turn of events, and the young man rose admirably to carry forward the legacy.

A Match made in Heaven
A true partnership in every sense, marrying Ms. Kauser at the age of twenty-six marked the beginning of 
an eventful journey for Mr. Nissar Ahmed. United by a shared purpose, they built their lives on a foundation 
of trust, mutual respect, and shared dreams, supporting each other through joys and triumphs, challenges 
and struggles.
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Outstanding people have one thing in common: An absolute sense of mission.
Zig Ziglar

THE MISSION



The Institution Builder
With 48 years of excellence in education, the Presidency Group of Institutions has emerged as a leader in 
delivering quality education, spanning from K-12 to higher education—a testament to one man's visionary 
passion and dedication to turning his dream into reality.
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The Presidency Group of Institutions has under its umbrella – 8 schools, 4 colleges, one University. 
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1976

1980

1983

2000

2001

2006

2006

2008

2012

2015

2019

2020

2021

Presidency School
Nandini Layout (ICSE) 

Presidency School
R T Nagar (ICSE) 

Presidency College
Kempapura, Hebbal 

Presidency Jr. College
J P Nagar (PU Board) 

Presidency School
Bangalore North (CBSE)

Presidency P U College
Yelahanka, Bangalore 

Presidency P U College
Kogilu, Bangalore 

St. Paul’s English School
J P Nagar (ICSE) 

Presidency School
Mangalore (CBSE) 

Presidency School
Bangalore South (CBSE) 

Presidency School
Bangalore North (CBSE)

Presidency P U College
Mangalore 

Presidency School
Banashankari (ICSE) 

Timeline PGI



Stately Visit
Former Prime Minister Smt. Indira Gandhi commemorates her visit to St. Paul’s 
English School with her signature
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The Crowning Glory

Presidency University 
A NAAC A Grade University
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Remember to celebrate milestones as you prepare for the road ahead.
Nelson Mandela

THE MILESTONES



Accolades and Awards
Having dedicated nearly five decades to the cause of education, it is no surprise that the Chairman’s life is 
adorned with numerous awards and accolades, reflecting well-deserved public recognition. Here are a 
few glimpses.

PGI awarded the most promising institute in South India at the British South India Council of Commerce 
Meet 2014, held at the House of Parliament, Westminster, London.

Education World– The Top 51 New Millenium Edupreneurs in India, 2013: Cover Story in a popular 
education magazine.
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Bangalore educational institution wins accolade in London



Conferred the 'Honoris Causua', an honorary doctorate degree by the renowned KEISIE International 
University, South Korea in 2016, for visionary leadership and contribution to quality education.

Felicitated as ‘Doyen’ in the field of education by the Hindu Group in 2018
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Presented with the Education World Lifetime Achievement Award in 2019
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Featured in the Cover Story of Education World Magazine, 2020 Edition, as one 
among the 50 leaders across India from the education industry who could revive 
education during the pandemic in 2020.
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Bestowed with the honorary degree of Doctor of Letters (D. Lit.) during the second 
annual convocation of Bangalore City University in 2023



Recognized as one of the prominent “Visionaries of the $5 Trillion Economy” in India 
by Outlook Magazine in its anniversary special edition of January 2024. 
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Featured in the December 2024 edition of Forbes Magazine for remarkable contributions to education and 
philanthropy. 
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Memory is the diary that we all carry about with us.
Oscar Wilde

THE MEMORIES
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In the quiet moments of reflection, memories of an eventful life serve as threads that weave together the 
rich tapestry of life. Looking back, these serve as reminders of the journey travelled thus far.

Reminiscences



Moments to Cherish
Former President Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

Former Chief Minister Mr. Veerappa Moily, Mr. Abdul Rashid and Mr. Hemant Rao
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Notable Visitors to PGI Over the Years
Former Union Minister Mr. C. M. Ibrahim

Scientist Dr. Raja Ramanna
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Cricketer Mr. Venkatesh Prasad

Cricketer Mr. Chris Gayle
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Cricketer Mr. Anil Kumble

Cricketer Shane Watson
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Actor Mr. Puneet Rajkumar and Mrs. Ashwini Puneet Rajkumar

Actors Mr. Dilip Kumar and Mrs. Saira Bhanu



Doing the Alma Mater Proud

Lending a Helping Hand

With the Chief Minister Mr. Siddaramaiah

Flood relief contribution with former Chief Minister Mr. Yediyurappa
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Presidency University:
A blessed beginning
The foundation stone for Presidency University was first laid on December 29, 2012, by Sheikh Sayed 
Sabahuddin Al Rifaai Al Baghdad who unveiled the commemorative stone on January 24, 2023.
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Empowering Women
Transforming the educational landscape for young women in Mandya by providing a new look campus.
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In the Service of Society
Mega health camp at the University Campus in August 2023.
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Family’s Joy

Father’s Pride
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The journey is never about the destination reached or the milestones 
achieved but about the difference a person makes along the way.

The entire Presidency family prays to the Lord Almighty to confer health 
and happiness on our beloved Chancellor and Chairman and looks 

forward to his inspiring leadership and a glorious future.

Dear

Sir

From 

The Presidency Family



The Team

Mr. Salman Ahmed – Chief Patron

Dr. Akila S Indurti – Editor

Mr. Abdulla T A – Designer

Kaleidoscope   wishes   to   thank   all those who have 
contributed to this edition of the magazine.  
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